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The New Area Commissioner for CATVOG
Richard Edwards, a respected primary school 
headteacher, who is a Cub Scout leader in the 
Rhiwbina area of the City, has been appointed as 
Area Commissioner for Scouting in Cardiff and The 
Vale of Glamorgan.

He will become the lead figure for the Scout 
Association in the locality and will provide leadership 
and direction to co-ordinate the work of over 650 
adult volunteers and the activity programme for over 
2700 young people

Richard who has been the headteacher of three well established but 
different schools in Wales since 1985 is currently the headteacher of 
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different schools in Wales since 1985 is currently the headteacher of 
Lansdowne Primary School in Canton, Cardiff. 

The Chief Commissioner for Scouting in Wales, Jill Gloster has said. “Richard Edwards has 
a wide range of experience as a headteacher and has been a volunteer leader in Scouting 
for the past seven years. He has the leadership skills that this vitally important role 
requires”.

As a Cub Scout Leader Richard has used his positive and supportive leadership skills to 
motivate the cubs and contribute to the development of the Group. As a member of the 2nd 
Rhiwbina he has shared his expertise and skills and encouraged parents to volunteer and 
participate in regular meetings and at cub camps. 

Richard said “I believe that my Scouting knowledge and background, together with my 
management and teaching experience as a headteacher will provide me with the skills for 
this role.”

The Chairman of the Scout Area, Keith Burfoot said. “Richard Edwards will provide Scouting 
in the Area with the leadership and direction required to build a stronger and more vibrant 
organisation for all young people”. 

For further information please contact the Area Scout Council on 07710 816375

Welcome to Scout Active Support

Scout Fellowship has changed! Following a period of 
consultation and review, Scout Active Support becomes 
the new name for Fellowship. 

Scout Active Support Units are:

• Practical • Supportive • Pro-active • Adaptable • Sociable • Approachable

Why the new name? 
The Fellowship has played an important role in The Scout Association for over 30 years and 
Scout Active Support will continue this tradition. In fact, over the last ten years, the phrase 
Active Support has run across all Fellowship communications, whether in the magazine, 
online, on resources or on merchandise. Although it is a new name, for this reason it should 
not feel new. It also describes the service 
Fellowship offers today much more accurately –
a dynamic and practical support framework for 
local Scouting.

Further details can be found on 
www.scouts.org.uk/activesupport



Congratulations to Rhodri Walters who has 
recently taken up the role as Assistant 
Explorer Scout Leader of the Celts ESU 
and to Bryan Sluman of the 1st Pentwyn, 
who have both gained their wood badges.

There are many leaders who have 
registered for the Wood Badge training but 
appear to have ground to a halt. This is 
despite only having to complete the last few 
modules, many of which could be validated 

Wood Badge Success Good Service 
Recognised 

The Chief Scout has made the 
following Awards to Leaders in 
CATVOG:

Award for Merit - in recognition of 
outstanding Services to Scouting:

Helen Evans - CSL, 7th Cardiff, 
East and South District

Mary Green - BSL, 29th Cardiff, 
East and South District

Ian Stephens - ACSL, 25th 

2010 Swimming 
Gala Heats

The 2010 Annual Swimming Gala will 
take place at Penarth Leisure Centre as 
follows: 

Heats 28th February 2010 3.30pm -
6.30pm

Gala 21st March 2010 4.30pm -
6.30pm 

The closing date for "intent to enter" 
forms is 31st January 2010. Please 
see the CATVOG website for the rules, 
entry forms and more details.

Campfire Leaders Skills Weekend

Following a meeting of the CATVOG Training Presenters 
it has been decided to hold a Residential Training 
weekend at Miskin over the weekend of 12 - 14th March 

modules, many of which could be validated 
with the minimum of evidence. 

Denis Hunt training.admin@catvog.org
(029 2025 4824) 

Ian Stephens - ACSL, 25th 
Cardiff, East and South District

Well done to you all - your Award 
is very well deserved.

Sea Fishing Competition
The annual CATVOG water activities Sea Fishing competition was held 
on the 28th November at a new venue - the breakwater on the Cardiff 
Barrage. This proved to be an excellent place to fish, and it was just a 
pity that so few Scouts & Explorers participated.

It was a cold afternoon but the 12 competitors from the 1st Llandaff and 
29th Cardiff, enjoyed the event. 5 fish were caught, with joint winners 
being Lawrence Martin of the 1st Llandaff and Gwynfor Roderick of the 
29th.

Hopefully there will be better support next year. 

entry forms and more details.

Glenys Shelley 
activesupport@catvog.org
(029 2061 3295) 

New NSRA YPS 3P'S 
Instructors Course

Congratulations to: David Bird , 
Paul Deere, Gethin Charles, Wyn 
Gower, Luk Lucas, Rhys Browne, 
Tom Dyer, Ieuan Havard, Rob Morse, 
Roger Morse, Lorraine Madement, and 
Tom McConnell.

They were all deemed to be safe and 
able to run Air Gun shooting taster 
sessions and YPS Courses for Scouts 
and Explorers. The Area team are now 
at full strength with 18 leaders who are 
safe and fully trained in the 3P's ( 3 
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Submit your photos to: 
comms@catvog.org

A gallery of all the past winners is 
available on the website.

October 2009

Sheltering from the rain at the
Ty Hafan Camp Taster day. 

weekend at Miskin over the weekend of 12 - 14th March 
2010. This will incorporate a number of Wood Badge 
training modules, together with Practical Skills. The 
Campfire Skills will form part of the weekend. 

It is hoped to cover a number of practical scouting skills during the weekend, 
including sessions on preparing for and running a campfire.  This is open to 
leaders of all sections and members of the Explorer Scout Young Leader Units. 

Further details will be announced later, including the proposed modules to be 
presented.

Contact: Denis Hunt training.admin@catvog.org (029 2025 4824) 

safe and fully trained in the 3P's ( 3 
positions of shooting ) Standing 
Kneeling and Prone.

Having been shown the safety aspects 
and how shoot an Air Pistol safely they 
can run air pistol taster sessions only 
but are not qualified YPS Air Pistol 
Instructors as this is a specialised 
course. 

Contact: Neil Murray 
mutts2020@ntlworld.com



Training Report 
November 2009

Open evenings are still going well and we are slowly 
increasing our team of Training Advisers. By the New Year 
we should have a rota up and running. In July we started up 
Open mornings and numbers are picking up now that the 
word is out.

Meetings have been held with Training Advisers and 
Presenters on separate occasions to move training forward in 
CATVOG. This has been the worst year so far for attendance 
of modules. The general consensus is that 
weekend/residential training is missed. Having listened to 
people we are holding a weekend residential at Miskin in 
March next year. We have a dedicated team of people that 
are working hard to make training more accessible and user 
friendly. Watch this space.

We are desperately trying to recruit new members, especially 
Young People to the Training team in the roles of Training 
Advisers and Presenters.

More Wood Badge 
Success 

Congratulations on the successful completion of their Wood 
Badge training. 

Janette Morris - ASL, 62nd Cardiff
Dominic Winfield - ADC Beaver Scouts, East & South 
District.
Dave Parsons - ACSL, 20th Cardiff. 

The Awards will be presented by the DC on their receipt 
from HQ. 
The completion of these awards took place at a Saturday 
morning Open Training Session at the Hub. We hold these 
sessions monthly around the Area, in addition to the 
occasional Saturday morning sessions. This is the easiest 
opportunity for leaders to validate training on their Wood 
Badge Modules. 

Our next Open Sessions are on Monday 11th January at 
the Hub, Saturday 13th February at the Hub and then 
Tuesday 23rd February at the 6th Barry HQ. So put them 

Advisers and Presenters.

We have hopefully resolved a few issues in the Districts of 
Barry and The Vale. The teams in both Districts have agreed 
to amalgamate for Getting Started training. This is good news 
and a move forward in using the resources we have and to 
provide a better training experience in the Vale and Barry 
Districts.

Unfortunately we are losing a valued member of the 
team. Jeremy Ray has been involved on the training team for 
a number of years, as a Local Training Manager, a Training 
Adviser and over a number of years as the Training 
treasurer. He will be sorely missed. Denis Hunt has offered 
to take on the role as an extension of his role as 
Administrator.

Ruth Weltch has agreed to take on a role in training as Local 
Training Manager, Projects. One of her first projects is to co-
ordinate the residential weekend. I am grateful for her 
support.

All dates for the coming year are now available on the 
website.

Tuesday 23rd February at the 6th Barry HQ. So put them 
into your diary now, before the space is filled up with 
something less exciting such as 'drinks with the guys' - Yuk! 

If joining us at an informal Open Evening is not easy for you 
then why not speak with your local training Point of Contact 
who can perhaps arrange a meeting with a Training 
Assessor at some other time (details via the Training 
section of the Area website). Don't let your training hang 
around. 

GET IT COMPLETED NOW! 
Keep checking the Area Website for forthcoming Training 
Events during January to July 2010, including a residential 
training weekend on 12 - 14th March, which will include a 
variety of module sessions, together with a number of 
Practical Skills bases.

Another Explorer Belt 
gained for Network

Congratulations to Network Member 

Lynn Thompson
Area Training Manager training@catvog.org

Emily Batchelor who has gained her 
Explorer Belt.

This summer Emily flew out to Italy to spend 10 days travelling 
by foot around Tuscany, with little money and food, aiming to 
gain home hospitality and find out information about the Italian 
culture and complete a set of major projects. 

As part of the Explorer Belt challenge, you have to present your 
findings in the form of a presentation to members of the 
expedition core team along with friends and family. Emily 
completed the presentation and was presented with her belt by 
Emma Dean a member of the Core Team who led the 
expedition.

The Explorer Belt

The Explorer Belt is the challenge of a lifetime, which is open to 
Explorer Scouts aged over 16 and members of the Scout 
Network. It is a chance to take part in a ten-day expedition that 
brings a real understanding of a different country, its people and 
way of life. 

The Explorer belt is sometimes
described as 'the antidote to the
package holiday'. It is designed
to help young people develop 
a real understanding of another 
country by travelling through that 
country, completing surprise 
projects, working as a small 
team and meeting local people. 

For further information on the Explorer Belt and 
International opportunities see the international page on 
the Area website. 

Gareth Johns – network@catvog.org (07866 236 818)  



Area YPS Courses for 2010

The new style 3 P's or 3 Position shooting 
course is exciting, challenging and
rewarding.  Again is open to Able Bodied, Disabled, Young 
and Old alike.  It was rolled out by the NSRA last year to 
encourage youngsters not just in the
Scouting World but everywhere in the UK and from this you 
will be able to progress on to National League and Postal 
Shoot competitions, shooting with all types of .177 Air Rifles 
and the costs are not great - Pellets, Targets and Postage 
that's all - oh and your time!

Wednesday January 20 to March 24th at 11th Barry 
Closing date 17th Jan

Monday April 26th to June 28th 13th Cardiff 
Closing Date 23rd April

Monday Sept 27th to Nov 22nd 1st Cowbridge 
Closing Date 24th Sept

2010 Frostbite Camp
Dolygaer Scout Centre has 
been booked 17.30 on Friday 
19th Feb 2010 to Sunday 21st 
Feb 2010. The weekend will involve a range of activities and 
some training on the Sunday.

Whilst this event is organised by the Network we would like to 
invite all 17 yr old and over Explorers, Leaders, Area Team, ex 
Network/VSU members/leaders. In fact anyone over 17 who 
is/or might like to get involved in Scouting. 

Network members/Linking Explorers will have priority bookings. 
If you miss the priority booking date this means that others will 
have been offered the remaining places it doesn't necessarily 
mean you won't be able to come. BOOK EARLY TO AVOID 
DISAPPOINTMENT 

Preferential closing date for Network and Explorer Scout 
members is Sat 31st January 2010
Final closing date for all attendees Wed 10th Feb 2010

If you wish to enter the Knock Out Postal Shoot over 3 
rounds and have no equipment or qualified staff let Richie 
Phillips (Area Shooting Advisor) know. Those needing help 
please let him know before the cut off date. He will contact 
you to arrange a suitable date to carry out a risk assess at 
your hall or arrange a hall for you to shoot in at a given night 
etc. Open to abled and non-abled bodied shooters.

Forms will be available on the CATVOG website and 
http://areashooting-catvog.co.uk soon...
Richie Phillips shooting@catvog.org (01446 748688) 

For further details contact Gareth Johns – network@catvog.org
(07866 236 818)  

Aged 18-25 in 
Scouting? 

If you are aged 18 or over and wish to remain in Scouting and 
you do not hold an appointment, you must register either as a 
Network or Fellowship member. 

If you wish to attend any of the National Network Events next 
year such as Pub Scouts, MAD or Intense you have to be a 

New Young Leader Training 
for Afon District

Hilary Ashton (currently Cub Leader at 
Llanishen and Lisvane Scout Group) is taking 
over from Mo Lewis as the Young Leader 
Trainer for Afon District. Mo set up the 
Young Leader training and has been doing a brilliant job, 
giving Young Leaders the chance to complete all their 
modules. Now she is retiring from this role and we want to 
thank her for all the time and effort she put into training these 
young people in Scouting Leadership. Hilary thinks that Mo 
will be a hard act to follow!
Training will probably occur on a Wednesday evening or 
Sunday afternoon and will be based at the Hub or Llanishen 
and Lisvane Scout Hall. Details will be posted on the Afon 
District Explorers website and Young Leaders will be asked 
to attend by e-mail. 

year such as Pub Scouts, MAD or Intense you have to be a 
registered and active member of the Scout Network (checks 
will be made) and this will also be use for the 2010 Census.

Please complete a membership form and return to the 
Network Administrator or any member of the leadership team 
as soon as possible. Even if you have completed a form 
previously, you will need to complete another one to ensure 
our records are kept up to date.

The Network membership Fee has been suspended for this 
year, however a charge will be made for neckerchiefs & 
badges for new members. Your capitation (HQ Fee) will be 
due in March 2010, please inform us on the form if you will be 
paying it yourself or if you will be paid for by another Group / 
Area. 

The registration form is available on the Area Website and at 
http://network.catvog.org

Gareth Johns Area Network Administrator –
network@catvog.org (07866 236 818)

Hilary hopes that some of the current Leaders in Afon will 
step in to help her. If you feel that you could help her 
occasionally, please get in touch. 

GSL's, you need to let Hilary know the details of all Young 
Leaders helping in your Groups between the ages of 14 and 
18. If they have not attended Module A and at least 2 other 
Modules, they are not covered by Scouting 
Insurance. There are 11 Modules altogether and Young 
Leaders completing all modules will be presented with a 
certificate and belt buckle. They are eligible for some 
reduction on the adult training and it looks good on job and 
university applications!

Contact Hilary Ashton  hilashton@hotmail.com
(029 29759528) 

Have your contact details changed? 
If so have you notified the Area Office?



Area Directory updates removed from online edition

Photo of the month

November - 2nd Rhiwbina
Cubs visit the Airport.
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August 2009

Senior Patrol Leader Emma of the 11th Barry 
Sea Scouts is presented with her Chief 

Scout Award aboard the Stavros S Niarchos 
brig by Captain Liam Keating. 

September 2009

Submit your photos to: comms@catvog.org

July 2009

AM Jane Hutt supporting the 11th Barry 
Sea Scout Group at the Annual Barry 

District Scout & Guide Fete.

All aboard as the area raft race goes 
with a splash!



January 2010
11th Open Evening Training @ The Hub training.admin@catvog.org
17th Closing date for YPS Course @ 11th Barry shooting@catvog.org
18th Water Activities Team Meeting - January 2010 water@catvog.org
20th YPS Course starts @ 11th Barry shooting@catvog.org
21st Courier submission deadline comms@catvog.org
31st Area Swimming Gala application deadline  activesupport@catvog.org

February 2010
13th Open Evening Training @ The Hub training.admin@catvog.org
19th - 21st Network/Explorer Frostbite weekend @ Dolygaer network@catvog.org
23rd Open Evening Training @ 6th Barry training.admin@catvog.org
28th Area Swimming Gala Heats @ Penarth 4:30-6:30 activesupport@catvog.org

March 2010
12 - 14th Campfire Leaders Skills Weekend training.admin@catvog.org
17th Open Evening Training @ The Hub training.admin@catvog.org
21st Area Swimming Gala  @ Penarth 4:30-6:30 activesupport@catvog.org

NEW AREA DIARY DATES
(A full diary for all Area, District & Group events  is available on the Area website)

April 2010
19th Open Evening Training @ 1st Cowbridge training.admin@catvog.org
23rd Closing date for YPS Course @ 13th Cardiff shooting@catvog.org
6th YPS Course starts @ 13th Cardiff shooting@catvog.org

Sept 2010
24th Closing date for YPS Course @  1st Cowbridge shooting@catvog.org
27th YPS Course starts @ 1st Cowbridge shooting@catvog.org

All-Wales Scout Camp 2010 

The next All-Wales Scout Camp will be 
held on 18th - 20th June 2010 at the 
Royal Welsh Showground near Builth Wells.

In recent years the overwhelming success 
of the All-Wales Scout Camp has generated a 
huge increase in the numbers of scouts from across Wales 
taking part in a growing number of activities.

In 2008 these numbers shot from their 2006 level of 

Scout Post 2009
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In 2008 these numbers shot from their 2006 level of 
around 450 to over 750 scouts plus around 200 supporting 
adults. In 2010 the team are determined to manage a 
gradual increase in capacity to 850.

Confident in the event's ability to continue to provide high 
quality activities and experiences, the registration will be 
managed online and we anticipate this being live in 
January 2010.

We are looking to broaden our base of volunteer staff 
members to give new opportunities to adults looking for a 
different challenge! If you're tempted and would like to 
know more, contact the Camp Leader Pete Jeffreys 
awsc@scoutswales.org.uk

Many thanks to all those 
who took part in 

Scout Post 2009.


