
WWW.CATVOG.ORG

Cover
An Evening To Remember
Area Thanks
Chief Scout Award

Page 1
New Treasurer
International Commissioner
Area Commissioner
Miskin Mill Bookings
CATVOG+
Photo of the month

Page 2
DofE Gold Award
Training Update
DofE Assessment
LMO Update

Page 3
Forthcoming Training
Canoe Training
Climbing Permits
Area Shooting Update

Page 4
Climbing Sessions
Network Competition
Area Shooting Tournament
Jubilee Service Team

Page 5
Vale Skill 'n' Chill
New Baby Arrival
Annual Report

Page 6
Directory Updates *
Removed for online edition

Page 7
Area Diary
Area Scout Shop
Photo of the Month Winners

Chief Scouts Silver Award Presentation 

24 Cub Scouts attended at the Senedd on Tuesday 2nd June where Jane Hutt Minister for 
Education, Children, Lifelong Learning and Skills presented them with a special certificate to 
acknowledge their gaining the Chief Scouts Silver Award 

The Minister congratulated the Cubs on achieving the highest award available to Cub Scouts 
and praised the leaders for the work they do for young people.

Sue Ryan was also present the event being the last Cub function before her retirement.

All the Cubs and their families thoroughly enjoyed the evening and we hope the event will be 
even better supported next year.

Contact: Jill &Steve / cubs@catvog.org

Thank You

Thanks to Area 
Commissioner Sue Ryan 
and Area Treasurer Alan 

Williams who both stepped 
down at the AGM after 
many years of service. 

AN EVENING TO REMEMBER 

You are invited to a retirement evening for 
Alan Williams and Sue Ryan on Thursday 23rd 
July, 7.30pm for 8.00pm. The venue will be “Bayden”
which is the 13th Cardiff Scout Headquarters, 
(opposite Ikea in the Bay)

The price will be £11.00 per head for a knife and fork 
buffet, consisting of cold meats, potatoes and various 
salad dishes, bread roll and butter, dessert and tea or 
coffee. Wine and fruit juice will be provided at the 
table. A cheese plate will be available for vegetarians

Presentations will be made to both Alan and Sue on the 
evening.

I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible on 
the evening, in order that we may pay tribute to the 
immense contribution that both Alan and Sue have made 
to the Area over many, many years.

Please contact the Area office should you wish to attend 
or make a donation towards a gift.

With many thanks

Keith Burfoot - Area Chairman



Photo of the month
Competition

Submit your photos to: 
comms@catvog.org

A gallery of all the past 
winners is available 

on the website.

May 2009

The Vale District 
Annual St. 

Georges Day 
Reflections & 

Promise at 
Tressillian Bay. 

New Area 
Treasurer Wanted 

Alan Williams retired as Area Treasurer 
at the AGM.

Is there anyone you could nominate for 
this position? You may not know 
anyone personally but amongst our 
family, friends and colleagues we must 
know people who are suitable for this 
role.

Nominations should be submitted to 
the Area Chairman Keith Burfoot.

Contact: chairman@catvog.org / 
07710816375 

International Commissioner
Scouts Wales

If you, or you know of someone who 
would be interested in the role of 
International Commissioner (Wales) 
then please visit the Scouts Wales 
website at www.scoutswales.org.uk
for more information. 

This is an interesting and 
challenging role with loads of 
opportunities so don't miss out -
read all about it now!

Nights Away Training

Due to demand a Module 16, 
Nights Away Practical course 
has been re-scheduled. This will 
be held at Miskin.

Application forms available on 
the website and the closing date 
is August 15th. We shall expect 
a good turn out especially from 
those who requested it.

Contact Steve Barkley / 
steve.barkley@catvog.org
(029 2073 4869) 

Training Open Morning

On the 11th July 2009 10am -
12.30, I will be available at the 
Hub to answer any questions on 
your training, Backpack, 
Training in general. If you are 
interested in joining the team 
and would like to come along 
for a chat I shall be pleased to 
see you.

Contact Lynn Thompson / 
training@catvog.org
(029 20 734936) 

Following on from the procedures 
followed by the Search Group to 
appoint a new AC, the Chief 
Commissioner for Wales has been 
unable to make an appointment. 
The appointment will be re-advertised 
in the near future 

Area 
Commissioner 

The area in front and to the side 
of the Hub has recently 
undergone a makeover. Please 
do not park on the grass area 
until further notice.  All vehicles 
must park on the tarmac area 
and not block the fire exits.

Contact the Area Office: 
office@catvog.org / 
029 20210119 

Is your contact information up to date in the Area Directory?
Contact the Area office to make any changes.

Miskin Mill Scout Camp 
Site Booking Secretary 

Please note that the Booking 
Secretary for Miskin - Pat Doyle -
has moved house and no longer has 
a landline telephone. With 
immediate effect Pat's details are: 

Nant y Mynydd
2 Heol y Parc
Efail Isaf
RCT. CF38 1AN
Telephone Number: 07791 190 861

Looking for something to tick off the skill 
section of your DofE Award?  The Comms 
team are looking for an assistant. 
No experience required, though some 
computer knowledge is would be an 
advantage. 
Contact: CATVOG Comms 
comms@catvog.org / 029 20210119

Duke of Edinburgh Award

Parking at the Hub

Nominations please for Scouts, Explorer 
Scouts and members of Scout Network 
who, with your support, have achieved: 
The Chief Scout's Gold, Platinum and 
Diamond Award also The Queen's Scout 
Award 

The Presentation Evening, which will be 
hosted by the Lord Mayor of the City and 
County of Cardiff, will be held on 
Wednesday 16th September at the 
County Hall, Atlantic Wharf, Cardiff. 
However, it is essential that we receive 
details of Award recipients by Friday 28th 
August 2009. 

PLEASE NOTE it will not be possible to 
accept any names after this date, so 
please act now so as not to disappoint the 
young people who have worked hard for 
their Awards. 

Please forward nominations - Name, 
Address, Telephone number, Scout 
Group/Unit, Recipient's Award - to Area 
Scout Office as soon as possible.

You can phone: 02920 210 119 (if using 
the answer phone please speak clearly) 
or email: the area office 

REMEMBER this information must be 
received by Friday 28th August 2009.

Lord Mayors Own Troop Nominations 



Training Update
The new appointment process commenced on 1st May.  We held 
Module 37 twice, once in Cardiff and once in Barry, we have trained 
30 people in all.  Thanks to all those who attended both, for their input 
and feedback.  Another will b scheduled for the Autumn term for those 
who have not completed the training. 

An Open Evening at the Hub held on 20th May was well attended (the 
best yet) and I am pleased to announce the completion of two more 
Wood Badges.  Congratulations to Ben Marson of the 45th Cardiff and 
Williams Maddocks of 1st Creigiau. 

Please note the change of date and venue for the September Open 
Evening.  It will now be held on the 14th September at 1st Cowbridge 
headquarters.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank Shirley 
Myall and her team at the Welsh Scout Council offices for all their 
support in letting us use their offices in the past. 

A Nights Away Practical (Module 16) has been organised for 
September 12th/13th at Miskin.  All application to be in to Steve 
Barkley by August 15th please.  You can download an application 
form from the website at resources on the Training page. 

Do you have any questions regarding your Training, Backpack, the
Training Scheme in general, Open evenings or are you interested in 
joining the Training Team?  I will be available to answer any questions 
or chat at the hub on July 11th from 10am - 12.30, please call in for a 
coffee and chat. 

Finally, on a personal note, I would like to thank Sue for all her help 
and support in Training in CATVOG and wish her luck in her new role.  
You will be missed Sue and certainly a hard act to follow.  'I will do my 
best.'

Contact: Lynn Thompson : Area Training Manager
training@catvog.org

Duke Gets a Visit by Cardiff Scout

Area Newsletter editor and Comms member 
Gareth Johns represented CATVOG recently as 
he made his way to London to receive his Duke 
of Edinburgh’s award at St James’ Palace.

The Gold award is the highest award in the 
scheme which required each individual to 
complete all five sections (Service, Skills, 
Physical Recreation, Expedition and Residential 
Project) is an incredible achievement.

Gareth completed the award as a member of the 
Area Scout Network.

The presentation ceremony saw the Duke of 
Edinburgh talking to the award recipients before 
the certificates were presented by BBC Radio 
Cymru presenter Eleri Siôn, a supporter of the 
DofE Award in Wales.

Out of a total of around 250,000 young people 
that are taking part in the award, only 6,000 
participants achieve the Gold award each year.

Contact: Martin King : network@catvog.org

Duke of Edinburgh 
Award

As from October 2009 
anyone assessing 
a Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Award Expedition at any 
level MUST be an 
Accredited Assessor.

A pre-requiste to undertaking the assessor 
accreditation course is attendance at an 
Introduction to the Award Course or 
accreditation of prior learning for those who 
have been regularly involved with the running 
of the award for at least the previous 3 years.

Those who require this prior training please 
notify Mike Breakwell 
dofe@scoutswales.org.uk

In May the LMO Troop were present at the City Hall for the induction of 
the new Lord Mayor and the hand over from Kate Lloyd.

On Monday 22nd June  the LMO had the responsibility of raising the 
new flag to celebrate Armed Forces Day on the  27th.  The flags (one 
English and one Welsh) will fly outside the City Hall all week.

Lord Mayor’s Own Troop update

Contact: David Gerrard : LMO Troop Leader
relationships@catvog.org



Canoe Training

Don't forget that Cosmeston Lake is available for Scouts 
or leaders to undertake canoeing activities all the way 
through the summer to the end of October, normally every 
Wednesday. 

Groups must not turn up to the lake without first 
contacting Steve Jones (029 2084 3725) or 
Rex Hendrickson (029 2075 1143). 

Parents must sign indemnity forms in advance. 

Areas Shooting Team Update

We've run a number of successful Youth Proficiency 
Scheme (YPS) courses for a number of scout groups in 
the area and we'll shortly becoming to the end of the 
current course at 13th Cardiff. 

Richie Phillips, the Area Shooting Advisor is now qualified 
as a Tutor Trainer, meaning he can train other leaders to 
be YPS Air Rifle Instructors. Interested then give Richie a 
call or drop him an Email for more details. 

Andrew Davies, John Lawrence, Dave Carpenter and Neil 
Murray have all progressed from instructors to NSRA 
Qualified Range Conducting Officers. 

The Team will be shortly taking a well deserved break for 
the summer before the BIG Area competition at Jubilee 
Camp on the 27th September 2009. This competition is 
open to all Scouts and upwards in the CATVOG AREA. 
(including leaders) 

Places are limited so contact us now to avoid missing out. 

Don't forget the team are available to come to your 
meeting place to run an Introduction to Air Rifle Shooting. 
Again this is for Scouts upwards. Contact us for more 
information. 

If your interested in becoming part of the team then 
please call or email Richie Phillips / shooting@catvog.org

The Area Shooting Team 
have had a busy 12 months. 

Climbing Permit Assessment Days

There will be two day long climbing 
permit assessment sessions held on 
Sunday the 28th June and Sunday 26th 
July. 

These sessions are primarily intended 
for those leaders that want to be 
assessed for or to renew Scout 
Climbing and Abseiling permits. Those 
who want to come along and see what 
is expected of a permit holder are 
welcome too. 

The Venue will be an outdoor crag either on the Gower or 
elsewhere in SE Wales, to be decided on the day and 
dependant on the weather. 

If you are interested in attending please contact me by the 
21st of June for the first Sunday or 19th July for the second.

Contact Stuart Robinson /climbing@catvog.org
(029 2062 4580  

Forthcoming Area Training across CATVOG 

Don’t be shy, we're all members of the same Scout Movement!

What's on in Training in July?????

Saturday July 11th - Lynn Thompson, Area Training Manager will be at the Hub during the morning for another informal session 
of discussing training needs with leaders undertaking the Wood Badge. 

Tuesday July 21st at the Hub - another 'Drop In' evening.

There are many Leaders in CATVOG who are undertaking the Wood Badge training and have only one or two modules left to 
complete. If you are one of them it means you're making my record file one sheet heavier. Call in and validate those last few 
items - it'll make my load so much lighter and in exchange you get a nice pair of chic' beads to show off to all your friends over a 
pint in the snug!

To book a module, download the Section Leader Module booking form from the Training 'Resource' link and forward to 
Denis Hunt, Area Training Administrator. d.hunt3@ntlworld.com / 029 20 254824 

Are you aware of the new Communication System that replaced the Home Contact System?
If not see the ‘Communication System’ page on the Area website or contact Mark on activities@catvog.org / 029 20316123 

Photo of the Month Competition
Submit your photos to: comms@catvog.org and you might appear on the website and in the courier. 

A gallery of all the past winners is available on the website.



Climbing 
Sessions

Evening Climbing Sessions

From the beginning of May till about the end of 
September you are welcome to join me every 
Wednesday for an evenings climbing. The 
meeting place will be in the ASDA car park 
opposite McDonalds at Coryton near M4 Junction 
32. Be there at 17:45, preferably with your own 
transport. Depending on the weather the climbing 
will be outdoors (because its free!) or at the 
Climbing Wall at Trelewis. Please DO NOT just 
turn up, work commitments might prevent me 
going, so please email me or ring me before to 
check. If you need to borrow helmets or 
harnesses I have a few for loan, but please warn 
me in advance if you want to borrow equipment.

Weekend Climbing Sessions

Also from the beginning of May till about the end 
of October you are welcome to join me on the last 
Sunday of the month for a whole days climbing 
activity. With more time we will be able to venture 
further afield. The meeting place will also be in 
the ASDA car park opposite McDonalds at 
Coryton near M4 Junction 32. Be there at 9:30 
preferably with your own transport. Venues will 
be dependant on the weather. As for the evening 
sessions please DO NOT just turn up, email me 
or ring me before hand to check.

Contact Stuart Robinson / 
climbing@catvog.org (029 2062 4580) 

Annual Network Sandcastle 
Building Competition!

Yes the summer is here and the golden sands 
of Barry Island beach are calling out for the 
annual foray into the artistic world of sandcastle 
building. If it is wet then the sand will stick 
together better! 

The evening is for anyone aged 17+ so please 
inform your older Explorer members to come 
along and meet us all.

Date: Tuesday, 14th July 2009

Venue: Barry Island Beach  
(by the western most shelter: 
Porthkerry end of the beach!) 

Time: 19:30 hours 

Cost: Free  

Feel free to bring any tools that you may 
require to build your masterpiece. 
Prize for the winning entry!

Contact: Martin King network@catvog.org

Please download them from the Events pages of the Area Website 
and submit your entries by the cut off date of Sunday, 21st September 
2009. Or alternatively email Richie Phillips on shooting@catvog.org or 
call on 01446 748688 to request forms. 

The Tournament is open to Scouts, Explorers, Network sections etc as 
well as leaders and helpers. Please note Beavers and Cubs are not 
eligible to enter. As spaces are limited it is advisable to get your entry 
forms and payment in as soon as possible. Any entries received after 
the cut off will not be accepted. 

There are new Permission to Shoot forms now and these must be 
used for this Tournament. No old forms will be accepted. Please 
download the latest forms or again contact Richie Phillips if unsure. 

* * * * * 
Following on from feedback from last years Tournament and 
observations the team made on the day, the format for this year has 
been changed. 

Scouts will need to arrive between 9:00 and 9:15 for registration. 
Following on from this there will be a Safety Briefing. They will then be 
split in to 4 person "Details", with the first detail commencing at 9:30 
on range 1. When they finish on this range they will move on to Range 
2 and "Detail 2 " will move on to range 1 and so on. This is to avoid the 
problems we had last year with Scouts jumping ahead and causing 
long delays. 

The morning session will finish approximately 12:45 and all Scouts 
must be off site by 13:00. The afternoon session which is for Explorers 
upwards will be run the same way but they are to arrive between 13:30 
and 13:45. This session will finish about 4pm. Please note that the car 
park has limited spaces so Leaders will need to make arrangements to 
either bring their competitors or for them to be dropped off at the time 
specified. The gates of the car park will be closed before 9:00 and 
between 13:00 and 13:30. 

Results from the Tournament will be announced after the event. No 
cards will be marked on the day to free up the RCO's and Instructors 
to more effectively run the Tournament. 

Each Competitor must complete a Permission to Shoot form and each 
group must also complete a Participation form and a Booking form.

Contact: Richie Phillips on shooting@catvog.org or c
all on 01446 748688 

Olympic Target Rifle Shooting Tournament 

Entry forms for this years Olympic Target Rifle 
Shooting Tournament at Jubilee Campsite, 
Peterston-super-Ely, are now available.

Do you have some spare time on your hands or 
fancy keeping fit outdoors? 

Jubilee Service Team

Why not join us on the 2nd weekend of each month at Jubilee 
Campsite for a bit of site service. There are plenty of jobs big and 
small to be completed.

Weekends coming up: 
10th - 12th July 
7th - 9th August
11th - 13th September

Contact: Gareth Williams 
Jubilee Volunteer Team

jvt@catvog.org



Vale District "SKILL 'n' CHILL" Weekend Huge Success

The Invitation that was sent to all leaders & committee members in the Vale District read:- " As this is the year of “The Big 
Adventure”, and we aim to attract more adults to join Scouting, we would like to see as many people as we can at this event. Any 
interested parents, helpers or leaders who cannot make the whole weekend are invited to feel free to drop in, take part in the 
activities going on at the time & have a chat. They will need to bring any refreshments or food that they will need during their
visit, i.e. food to cook on the BBQ on Saturday evening, or something to eat if it’s a lunchtime or breakfast visit!" 

The Programme Started with Flag Break then straight into Camp Layout , Tent Pitching, Stoves & lamps. After Lunch, Paul 
Willicombe gave a demonstration of Axe & Saw & everyone had to demonstrate their competence with the tools.

This lead neatly into Fire Building & Lighting using sparks from a fire stick ( magnesium & Steel). An Alter Fire was lit & once the 
flames had subsided Simon Miskin gave a demonstration of Backwoods Cooking, gutting a Trout & Mackerel , splitting a hazel 
branch, skewering the fish & finally roasting them over the glowing embers. We also made Twists, Toasted Sandwiches, Eggs in 
Potatoes , Chocolate Muffins in Oranges, & the old favourite, baked bananas with chocolate buttons. 

We then Chilled & had a BBQ Supper, Pork & Apple Sausages, Spicy Dragon Sausages, 
Minty Lamb Kebabs, Greek Cheese/tomato/mushroom kebabs & a variety of salads & 
dressings. Meanwhile a Camp Fire had been built using the Skills learned earlier in the 
day & using the dying rays of the Sun & a magnifying glass the fire was lit ! 
Campfire Time ! A good excuse for social networking ,we had a few songs , with actions, 
& some without
lots of coco & finally lights out before midnight (we were exhausted !) .

Sunday morning, the early & brave ones took a leaf out of BPs book & rolled in the morning dew ! Then lit the Alter fire & cooked 
up Bacon, Mushrooms, Eggs, veggie bacon while cereals fruit bread & jam were being consumed along with fruit juice, tea & 
coffee.

Once refreshed, Flag Break marked the start of another intensive day, Martin Booy ( ADC Scouts for the Vale ) then gave us all 
tuition on Knots & lashings. After a lunch of Chilli-con-carne / veg chilli & rice & numerous salads,
Martin then took us through basic Pioneering, constructing an A frame & a Tripod & discussing their uses.

The event was concluded with Flag Down & we all left Jubilee Fields Campsite exhausted but very happy.
"To be able to learn these basic skills without the pressure of having to supervise the youngsters as well is invaluable" said one 
new leader. " Wrap Thrice, Frap Twice , that's one I hadn't heard before said a medal of merit holder". Which just goes to 
show that on a basic skills course we can all learn from each other, in good company & at our own pace.

Contact: Simon Miskin District Commissioner for the VALE / vale@catvog.org

Congratulations! 

Congratulations to Kate 
and Chris Brooks, 
Leaders of Brave 
Dragons ESU (East & 
South). The birth of a 
beautiful daughter, Leah.

Best wishes to the three 
of you, including new 
Grandad, Pete Gladman 
GSL of 1st Pentwyn - a 
prospective new Beaver 
for you Pete. 

Annual Report 2009

If you would like to know more about what we 
have been doing in the past year, then please 
download our annual report from the area 
website or request a copy from the Area office.

There are 2 versions available, an A3 double 
sided which was issued at the AGM and an 
extended 22 page digital edition for website 
which contains more reports and photographs.

A copy of our annual accounts are also available 
to download from the news pages.



Final deadline for next edition:
20th August

Published five times a year:

Jan/Feb ; Mar/Apr ; May/Jun ;
Jul/Aug/Sept ; Oct/Nov/Dec.

Editor: Gareth Johns
c/o The Hub 

CATVOG Scouts
Maitland Street

Gabalfa, CF14 3JU
e-mail: comms@catvog.org

If you wish to receive a digital 
copy of the 

Courier via email 
please email:

comms@catvog.org

July 2009
10th – 12th Jubilee Voluntary Team : Site service at Jubilee jvt@catvog.org
11th Training Open Morning @ The Hub 10am - 12.30 training@catvog.org
11th Area Raft Race water@catvog.org
16th Grants Meeting – July grants@catvog.org
21st Open Evening Training @ The Hub 6pm training@catvog.org
25th Scoutpost Changes Deadline scoutpost@catvog.org
25th Explore Italy 2009 international@catvog.org
26th Climbing Permit Assessments climbing@catvog.org

August 2009
7th – 9th Jubilee Voluntary Team : Site service at Jubilee jvt@catvog.org
20th August Courier Submission Deadline comms@catvog.org
21st LMO - Deadline for nominations relationships@catvog.org

September 2009
2nd Area Exec Meeting – September secretary@catvog.org
8th LMO - Presentation Evening relationships@catvog.org
11th – 13th Jubilee Voluntary Team : Site service at Jubilee jvt@catvog.org
11th – 13th AWESOME 2009 Total Outdoor Adventure awesome@scoutswales.org.uk
16th Open Training Evening – September @ Vale District training@catvog.org
17th Grants Meeting - September grants@catvog.org

AREA DIARY DATES
(Full Diary for all Area, District & Group events a re available on the Area website)

Photo of the month Competition 
Previous Winners

Submit your photos to: comms@catvog.org

A gallery of all the past winners is available 
on the website.

April 2009

Participants in the 
latest Master at Arms 
Archery course after 
being put through their 
paces in a shooting 
competition. 

March 2009

Llanishen and Lisvane 
Cub Scouts do 
something funny for 
money for Red Nose 
day. 

New Product this month:
Scout Leader Belt and Buckle 

(Interchangeable with other Buckles).
£11.00

A revised Beaver Scout Sleepover Fun Badge available 
at 

£1.00

Also available:
All items of adult and member uniforms are held in 

stock as are the Beaver Scout, Cub Scout and Scout 
Handbooks.
(Prices vary)

Also in stock are the new Adult Polo Shirts
£13.00

If what you want is not in stock then come along on 
Saturday and order and pay for it.  We will endeavour 

to get it for you for the following Saturday.

Please let the Leaders and parents of members in your 
Group know about the Scout Shop at The Hub so that 

your Group will benefit from the 10% commission 
payable at the end of the year.

OPEN 10.30 am TO 12.30 pm
EVERY SATURDAY AT

THE HUB, MAITLAND STREET.
Ample parking space for everyone!


