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A SCOUT IS TO BE TRUSTED - AND THE ANNUAL CENSUS RET URN!

OK. so where did 2008 go? Time rushes on and all of a sudden it is Census time again!
Hopefully you will have planned for this all year but even if you have it still takes us by
surprise. So why am | writing about the Census?

CARDIFF
and the
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It is not unusual for Scout Groups to be less than honest with the numbers they enter on VALE of
the Census - rather mistakenly thinking they are saving money! Let's look at the facts: AR

- If you are honest and put the actual number of members in your Group on your Census form it will
help stop the Membership Fee rising! More members could be less money - but it is up to us!

- should anything go really wrong in your Group and you have to report an accident to Headquarters
and/or make a claim on your Insurance, you will be asked for your attendance register. Should your
register show numbers consistently above what you declared on your Census form you could find that
your insurance will be invalid. Think about who would be responsible then!

If we, as an Organisation, show increases in our numbers it will support all the efforts that are made to
attract funding from the many Grants that are available.

AND finally, not being honest is not within the ethos of Scouting. A Scout IS to be trusted .....

NEW AREA COMMISSIONER WANTED

Following the receipt of nominations the
‘search party’ will compile a short-list of
candidates and forward this to the Chief
Commissioner (Wales) who will carry out the
formal interview and selection process.

You will already know that Sue Ryan has announced her
intention to stand down as Area Commissioner in June
of this year.

Have you got what it takes to succeed her? Do you
know someone who has? If so we want to hear from you
urgently. A ‘search party’ has already been formed but
we need your help to find the right candidate. Self
nominations are actively encouraged but third party
nominations are also acceptable.

Closing date for the receipt of nominations is
12 noon Friday 27th March 2009

Further information and all the necessary
forms are available from Richard Davey (Area
Secretary) who is chairman of the search
party. In the near future they will also be

The appointment process is now more structured and - . .
available via the website www.catvog.org.

nominations must be submitted on the appropriate
form. There is also a formal ‘role description’ and
‘person specification’ giving details of the role and the
skills required.

Contact: Richard Davey
secretary@catvog.org _or (029) 2021 0513

CARDIFF

HOME CONTACT TRIAL mr

As you may be aware, The Scout Association is currently reviewing our Home Contact (ﬁ/\ﬁ
system. We have already been through a period of consultation (thank you for those of you =~

that took the time to respond with your views) and based on this are now at the stage of st A8
needing to trial the proposed changes.

Your Area Commissioner Sue Ryan has agreed that CATVOG will be one of the areas taking part in this
trial, so from late February / early March you will be using the proposed new Communication System for
your events rather than the existing Home Contact system. Hopefully this should give you the chance to
ensure that this new scheme is as effective and user friendly as possible when it is launched.

On Thursday 26th February 7:30pm at the Staff Club, County Hall we will be there to pass on full
details of this proposed scheme, how the trial will work and importantly how you can let us have your
thoughts and feedback. We will either be talking directly with you, or to members from your Group,
District or Area so that they can pass this information on to you. The co-ordinator for CATVOG
throughout the trial will be Mark Glendinning.

Throughout the trial you will be able to contact Mark Glendinning with any local or operational issues or
queries on email: activities@catvog.org or 029 20316123. You will also have the support of Barney
Poulton - Programme & Development Adviser (Activities) at Gilwell Park on 020 8433 7123 or
barnaby.poulton@scout.org.uk in addition to the specific channels that we will be setting up to receive
feedback.

We'll be in contact again after the initial meetings to ensure you have the information and resources
needed to run this system. Until then please do pass this information around your colleagues to ensure
all those within your Group, District or Network without access to emails are aware that the
implementation launch will be taking place on the 26" February.




AWESOME 2009
Total Outdoor Adventure

September 11t to 13t 2009 —
AWESOME is a total outdoor adventure
activity for all explorer Scouts in Wales
and further afield, taking place on the
Glan Usk estate in Crickhowell.

Further details will be on the website
shortly giving more details, price to
attend will be £25 per Explorer Scout,
and £6 per unit leader/adult, this is
inclusive of an event t-shirt and badge,
activities and site costs, this does not
include transport or food, it is a self
catered event. Bookings will open in
March and will be done online using the
WSC website.

If you are interested in being part of the
event team please contact:

Carlton Gronow:
awesome@scoutswales.org.uk

Explore Italy 2009

Explore Italy 2009 is a Explorer Belt
expedition to northern Italy. It will take
place from the weekend of the 25/26th July
until the 8/9th August. The Explorer Belt is
the challenge of a lifetime, which is open to
members of the scout and guide
movement who are between 16 and 25
years old.

It is a chance to take part in a ten day
expedition that brings a real understanding
of a different country, its people and way of
life.

The expedition with cost roughly £400 and
full details can be found on the Area

Website of by contacting *
L
| I

Contact: Julian Jordan
explorers@catvog.org
(07712 894224)

Advisor wanted!!

Are you looking for a challenge?
Do you fancy working with the final Section
of the Scout movement?

If so we are looking for an Advisor to work
alongside the Network Leadership Team
with the aim of forming a Node of the
Network in the East and South District.

If you think your up to the challenge then
do get in touch with us.

Contact: Martin King
network@catvog.org (029 2065 5488)
or visit http://network.catvog.org
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Whilst Cardiff City was playing Arsenal,
Scouts from across the Area met at
PADSAC to take part in the recent Area
Scout Forum.

Scout Forum

The day was supported by a few adults, but
to ensure that the event was a youth-led
activity the forum was chaired by Lydia
Edwards a Scout from 2" Rhiwbina with
SeaScout Zak Torbati-Ghazi of the 6™ Barry
in the role of secretary. The actual forum
was based around discussion on a variety of
topics that the Scouts felt important enough
to discuss and the outcomes of those
discussions will be fed back, again by
Scoults, to the All Wales Scout Forum and
the Area Scout Leaders meeting being held
on Thursday 5" February 2009 at
Scoutbase, Pontcanna at 8pm.

Aside from the forum, the rest of the
afternoon included a presentation on the
opportunities available to attend the 2011
World Scout Jamboree in Sweden, some
icebreakers, an introduction to the types of
resources available to the Scout section and
a team based activity that helped
demonstrate John Adair’s, task, group and
individual model.

A big thanks especially to Paul Deere and
team who took the lead in coordinating the
event and of course to our Area
Commissioner, Sue, for amongst other
things, supplying the very much appreciated
chocolate biscuit based refreshments. The
last forum was held at the Hub, this one in
Penarth, so moving it around the Area, the
next forum will be taking place in Cowbridge
on Saturday May 9th 2009, time to be
confirmed.

For further details contact Sue Ryan.

Sponsorship Required

The Barry Scout & Guide Fete Committee
are looking for companies / people to
sponsor the 56" Annual Fete taking place
on Saturday 4" July 2009.

If you know anyone who might be interested
in advertising around the Fete Arena and on
their website http://www.barryscouts.org
please contact the treasurer:

Gareth Johns : gareth.johns@catvog.org

Nights Away - Are You Meeting the Standard?

Did you know that there is a minimum standard for Nights Away?

I'm guessing that most of you will say 'what?' but tucked away in POR

there is a section on minimum standards that each colony, pack, troop,
unit and network must meet. This includes a camping element in all except the Beaver

Scout colony.

My question to you is 'Are you meeting the standard?'

While the active ones amongst you are regularly notching up the nights away are you all
getting out across the Area? If a nights away permit is stopping you going then take a look
at the nights away page, there you will find information on training, assessment and help to

get you your nights away permit.

Now is the time to start planning and thinking about permits, and don't leave it late. We all
to often get approached late and it doesn't always work out and people can't go on a nights
away experience so apply early before you even think you need it!

Happy camping,

Mark Glendinning: AAC Activities

activities@catvog.org

(029 2031 6123)

How Do You Go Swimming?

Scout Headquarters would like to know how you currently
organise and run swimming sessions with your Section
(Beaver Scout Colony, Cub Scout Pack, Scout Troop,

Explorer Scout Unit or Scout Network).

The term ‘swimming session’ refers to all activities where young people taking part are in the
water of at least knee height. This includes swimming at the beach, galas, fun sessions,

working towards activity badges, etc.

Click to take part in their short survey or visit the noticeboard page of Scouts.org.uk

Photo of the month

Competition December 2008
The First Minister Gets
in on the
Submit your photos to: Scoutpost Act!

comms@catvog.org




November 2008
Afon Cubs Exercise
Brain Power

The CATVOGH+ is the Area eNews letter, a monthly communication
from the Area highlighting what is new on the horizon and including
links as to how you can find out more information on the topics

covered.

It is sent to all leaders on our email mailing list. If you currently do not
receive information from the Area by email and wish to subscribe our
lists, please see the Communications page on the Area Website.

Contact: Sue Ryan — ac@catvog.org or tel (029 2065 39 69)

Notification of
Completion of Getting
Started Form

Visiting the Hub

The Hub

Tel No: 0845 094 8987

Managed by Cardiff and the
Val organ Area Scout Council

The form currently in use
for notifying the Area
Training Team of
completion of Getting
Started - Modules 1 & 3 -
has now been amended.

With immediate use would all
persons responsible for their
submission please use the
new form that can be
downloaded from the
Training Section 'Resources’
link on the website or by
contacting the Area office.

Please can everyone be
reminded that the Hub is in a
residential area, so try and be
as quiet as possible when
arriving / leaving.

Cars must not be parked in
the residential spaces, if there
is no parking available at the
Hub, you must use the lane at
the rear of the Building.

Thanks

Fay Harding-Lewis
Area Administrator
0845 094 8987
office@catvog.org

Money for Nothing

Is YOUR Group rich enough to refuse
money for nothing? If it is, well done but
| suspect that most of you are thinking
that you could do with some extra
funds. Well, if your Group has not
already signed up for Gift Aid then here
is how to get more information.

HM Revenue and Customs Gift Aid
Toolkit for Charities

This CD Rom toolkit helps charities to
boost their income through Gift Aid. It
includes clear guidance together with
templates an interactive claim form and
other resources complementing the
improved guidance on the Revenue and
Customs website.

* The Toolkit is available free from
HMRC Charities.

T: 08453 020 203
charities@hmrc.gov.uk
www.hmrc.gov.uk/charities/qift_aid/how

to-gascheme.htm

The First Minister
Gets in on the Act!

The First Minister visited The Hub and
with help from Connor Lewis, a Scout
in the 1st Rhiwbina, he rolled up his
sleeves to help sort some of the
hundreds of thousands of Christmas
cards we will sort and deliver over the
new few weeks.

The First Minister said: “| am
astonished at the sheer volume of
cards that the scouts are sorting and
delivering this Christmas. They have a
very professional and efficient setup.

Contact: Paul Willicombe
scoutpost@catvog.org
Tel: (029 2040 8843)

Members of the Area
Run for Ty Hafan

On the 22nd November helpers of the TyHafan
Scout Group raised valuable funds for the Ty Hafan
Children's Hospice in Sully. David Gerrard, Gareth
Johns and Paul Willicombe dressed up as Santa
and ran through the streets of Bridgend taking part
in "Run Santa Run".

“Run Santa Run” was Ty Hafan's first ever Santa
Run, and coincided with the switching on of the
Christmas Lights in Bridgend.

The team have raised over £350 so far!!l WELL
DONE!

Contact : Ruth Weltch tyhafan@catvog.org
Tel: (029 2061 3614)

15t Response Course!

Scaults

Unfortunately the 1st Response
Course scheduled for the 21st March
has been cancelled.

Many thanks

Kev Burge
1st Response Admin
firstresponse@catvog.org

Scout Post
Review Meeting
- G

Please note the date of the review
meeting has been changed and

will now be held on Thursday 19th
February in Scoutbase at 8.00pm.

Contact: Paul Willicombe
scoutpost@catvog.org
Tel: (029 2040 8843)

Clearing up some confusion!

We are finding that more and more Leaders are
contacting the Area Administrator to ask about
matters to do with the 'uniformed' side of

Scouting. This is not part of Fay's role and it is
important that such queries are directed to the
relevant Assistant Area Commissioner. GSLs should
contact their DC in the first instance and DCs should
contact the Area Commissioner.

How do you contact your AAC? E mail your Section
name '@catvog.org’ (ie beavers@catvog.org) - it's as
simple as that.

Contact: Sue Ryan — ac@catvog.org
or tel (029 2065 3969)




Vale District Grows Scouts Master at Arms Afon Cubs Exercise
It's Own Leader! Course Concludes with Brain Power
a Competition

Cubs from 5 packs in the Afon District took
part in their annual district 'Brain Training'
quiz event. The cubs were challenged in a
series of tasks some of which were
traditional scouting activities such as
identifying map symbols, tracking and of
course Kim's game. Other more standard
quiz rounds included naming the mystery
object, identifying mystery sounds and spot
the TV intro.

The recent Archery Master at Arms
course held at Bayden Scout Hall
concluded recently after six weeks of
intensive instruction, with a competition.
Each scout shooting 30 arrows at a
scoring target.

Dan has attended many local, National &
International events & with his new
appointment as an ASL he hopes to
encourage more young people to take up
the rewarding challenge of leadership.

Congratulations from all your fellow . .

leaders in the Vale District BRAVO All scouts gained their Mas@er at Arms
Badge & were presented with a

Contact Simon Miskin certificate to mark their

vale@catvog.org (01446 796033) achievement. The Area Archery Team The final scores were incredibly close, but

will be running another course in the congratulations to 2nd Rhiwbina Jungle

Wood Bad Achi d! New Year & it is. hoped that an Area . Pack, who snatched the trophy by a single
00 adage Acnieved: Archer_y cqmpetltlon can be held possibly point. Of course it was the taking part that
at Jubilee in the summer. .
was important and all of the cubs had a

great time. We hope to run a similar event
next year. It would be great to see a few
more packs from the district trying to see
pit their wits against those who were there
this year.

Thank you to all the Scouts for taking
part & to the Archery leaders who gave
of their time on a Monday evening.
Special thanks to the GSL at Bayden for
use of the wonderful facilities.

Contact Andrew Roberts

Contact Lynda Gorwill
archery@catvog.org_ (01443 201227) RobertsAS@cf.ac.uk (029 2041 0978)

CONGRATULATONS to Simon Miskin,

District Commissioner of Vale District, on
achieving his Wood Badge. Simon has Traditional Appointments
worked hard through the Management Scout Rafting
Modules. With the help of his Training Having returned from his stint as an
Adviser, Rees Preston, Local Entertainments Manager in Scotland,
Development Officer for Mid Glamorgan, Carlton Gronow has returned to the fold
Simon achieved his goal. Well done with a new appointment! With immediate
Simon! effect Carlton has been appointed as
Assistant Area Commissioner
Simon's presentation took place at the (Projects/Media).
Vale District Review and congratulations A 1 day course has been
go to everyone who received arranged for Saturday 9th May for Carlton will work mostly on short term projects although
awards/certificates. Gill Clay was leaders (over 18) who wish to we may throw the long term one in as well! With his
presented with her Wood Badge as a gain a rafting permit. The course Media hat on he will develop contacts with the Media
Beaver Scout Leader (Gill's second will cover the scout regulations, and, hopefully, bring us some much needed publicity. If
Wood Badge!) and John Myall was safety considerations and raft you have any news from your Group that you would like
presented with his Silver Acorn. construction in the morning. The to publicise, why not contact Carlton
afternoon will be launching and (projects@catvog.org) to see if he can help.
We said farewell to Alan and Angela using the raft you have built, so He will also co-ordinate the work of the Young
Izzard who are moving over to England be prepared to get wet! Spokespersons.
(WHERE???) in a few weeks time. We Welcome back Carlton!
wish them all the best and hope that they The course fee will be £2 to cover
keep in touch with us. administration expenses, and the As for me - well is there life after being an Area
maximum number of participants Commissioner? Yes, there is because as | finish my
The evening ended with mulled wine and is 10. Details of the venue and time as AC in CATVOG, | will be taking up the role of
mince pies and we got back to Cardiff times will be sent to course Commissioner Wales (Adult Training). | am looking
before they closed the gates! members. forward to my new role but | am sure | will still be
around doing something or other in CATVOG..
Contact: Sue Ryan — ac@catvog.org Contact Rex Hendricksen
or tel (029 2065 3969) rexh@btinternet.com Sue Ryan — ac@catvog.org or tel
(029 2075 1143) (029 2065 3969)

Mor rvi ineeri
ore Good Service North Wales Mountaineering Weekend

ReCOgmsed Open to Explorer Scouts, Scout Network, Scout Fellowship and
CONGRATULATONS TO Gill Irwin, Leaders. Base at Yr Hafod Scout Centre, Ogwen Valley, Snowdonia
1st Pentrebane Scout Group. The Chief ( www.yr-hafod.org.uk )

Scout has awarded the Award of Merit to Gill

for outstanding services to Scouting. Cost £25. For full details contact Don Cheyne: mountains@catvog.org

Well done Gill, very well deserved! / 029 20659947 or see the events page of the Area website.




Master at Arms Archery Course

Due to the success of
the previous courses, a
third master at arms
archery course is to be
held over a six week
period starting on
Thursday 26th February
2009 until Thursday 2nd
April 2009.

The course is being held
this time at Scoutbase
Pontcanna starting at
7:30 and ending at 9:30.
The cost will be £12
cheques made payable
to “CATVOG Area

Important: this is a six
week course, if you are
unavailable for any of the
dates then please do not
apply as you will not
qualify and you will take
the space for some one
who might.

There are only twelve
places available and they
go very quickly, so apply
early to avoid
disappointment.

Contact:
Lynda Gorwill

archery@-catvog.org
(01443 201227)

Scouts”

Sweden 2011 — Simply Scouting.

2011 seems like such a long time away,
however for those people interested in
participating in the 2011 World Scout
Jamboree, the journey will be starting
in the next few months.

Currently advertised on the WSC website are the
details of how you can be involved in the Jamboree,
specifically as a participant or as an adult leader. It is
essential you get the information if you are interested
in going as selection for Unit leaders and Assistant
Unit Leaders is taking place during February, and
applications for participants need to be in by
September 15t 2009 with selection weekend taking
place in November.

As we are not the host country of the 2011 Jamboree
(as we were in 2007) we will have less places made
available to us, so places will be more limited this time
around, even more reason to get your forms in.

The WSC website gives details of how old you need
to be, where it is, how much it will cost, ways to get
more information, timescales, role descriptions for the
unit leadership positions and some general
information on Jamborees in general the link is
www.Scoutswales.org.uk/explorers/worldjam
Information on IST positions will follow.

Any enquiries about any of the positions should be
directed to Simon Fairless — Welsh Contingent
Leader explorers@Scoutwales.org.uk  or see
www.worldScoutjamboree.se

Training Update

We have been extremely busy since
August, so here goes and hope | remember
everything.

In August four of us attended a training
weekend in Aberystwyth. Sue, Steve and |
did the Planning and Managing a Learning
Provision modules and Richard Edwards did
the Facilitating and Presenting

modules. We now have to put together
portfolios in order to validate this

learning. The weekend was put on by
CATVOG and Mid Glam in conjunction with
Gilwell on the Move. It was an excellent
weekend. We appreciated all the hard work
that Gareth Tanswell put in. Gareth is a
Regional Training Adviser and worked very
hard as he was our liaison with Gilwell.

Steve and | attended the conference in
Warwick the weekend of September 13th-
14th. The main thing that came out of this
weekend was the launch of Module 37,

the new Advisory Committee, which we will
be launching in the New Year; watch out for
news of this as it affects the whole Area. It
was also an excellent weekend for
networking, especially those of us from
Wales. We only meet up twice a year at the
team meetings so this was a great
opportunity for us to get to know each other
a bit better.

We have held Module 4 at which there were
8 participants which included me. We are
planning another one on March 14th at the
Hub. All Group Scout Leaders need to
attend this module, especially if you have
changed your role. So put this date in your
diary.

Module 25 was also run, this module is for
all Managers and those of you who would
like to become a member of the training
team. This will enable you to assess and
validate modules.

We have also run two
workshops; one for Training
Advisers and Trainers and the
other for Group Scout

Leaders. They were both well
attended. We are planning to do
more in the New Year. ltis
important that we all know what
is expected and are kept up to
date with Training in the

Area. Look out for dates on the
website.

We have had two successful
Open Evenings, word seems to
be spreading that this is a good
way to be assessed and
validated.

We have recommended more
Wood Badges. Congratulations
to June Robinson, Mary Green,
Donald Cheyne, Robert Morse,
Rhys Collins and Paula Bristow
who have all completed their
Wood Badge since

September. We are hoping to
try and run an open
morning/afternoon on a
Saturday next year.

Dates for all Modules and Open
Evenings next year are now
available on the website.

I would like to take this
opportunity to thank all of those
who help and support me,
without them | wouldn't be able
to carry out my role.

I look forward to another
successful training year in 2009.

Lynn Thompson Area
Training Manager:
training@-catvog.org

Want to Try Coarse Fishing?

Want to try coarse fishing?
Try Cefn Mabley ponds at St. Mellons, Cardiff.

They will provide a coach, tackle and bait for groups
of up to 6 participants.

The cost at present is £45 for the coach + £5 fishing
fee per head. Contact Owen Jones on 01633
681101 or visit their web site.
http://freespace.virgin.net/cefnmably.lakes/coarse_fi

shing.htm

It's a great experience — our scouts all caught 2 fish,
and one caught 7!

Contact Rex Hendricksen rexh@btinternet.com
(029 2075 1143)

Putting the OUT into SCOUT

On 13th and 14th June, at Jubilee Campsite,
Peterston-Super-Ely, to the backdrop of glorious

sunshine, we are holding an outdoor skills

development weekend for all Adults in the Scout Section.

This will be a chance to share some of the many hundreds of year’s collective
knowledge and experience amongst the section leadership and provide an
opportunity for newer leaders to develop their skills. The content of the weekend
is being finalised, but the idea being that the sharing, doing and learning takes
place on the Saturday, leaders have the opportunity to camp over on the
Saturday night (a camp with no young people?!) and then Scouts from the Area
Scout Forum will attend on the Sunday and get taught the skills learned by the

adults the previous day.

There is a small team being formed to look at the logistics of the weekend, but
we are currently looking for volunteers who are “experts” to lead sessions in
particular areas, for example: an aerial runway, backwoods cooking , pioneering

or bivouac building.

For further details or to offer your help contact Carlton Gronow

carlton.gronow@btinternet.com

— oh and even better news is that | am also

told that this weekend will more than cover the “ongoing learning” hours required

of our Scouting appointments.




If You Are
Between 18 and
25 Then....

Would you be interested in becoming a

member of the Area Executive and a

Trustee of the Area? This would be your opportunity to
put your views, and those of your peers, forward to help
develop Scouting in Cardiff and the Vale of Glamorgan.

The Area Executive meets 6 times a year at The Hub
and deals with the business side of Scouting. However, it
very much supports the programme we run for young
people and it is essential that we have input from the 18-
25 year group so that their ideas and thoughts for the
future of Scouting can be taken on board.

If you, or you know of a young person who would benefit
from the experience and opportunities which are
available, then please contact me. Even if you just want
to find out a little more about the Executive and its work -
it would be great to hear from you.

If you, like me(!) are over 25 but you know of someone
who isn't, then please encourage them to contact me.

Please don't just read this and do nothing - we really do
need some young people to help us develop Scouting -
s0, 18-25 year olds, it is over to you! Don't miss this
opportunity to have your say and help shape the future of
Scouting in Cardiff and the Vale of Glamorgan.

Contact: Sue Ryan ac@catvog.org
(029 2065 3969)

Think U Know - Keeping
Your People Safe Online

'Scouting is working with the Child Exploitation and
Online Protection Centre to help keep young people safe
when they are online.

"Think U know' is a government initiative aimed at
keeping young people safe online. More information can
be found on the Think U know website.

| am looking to set up a team of people who will
undertake half a day's training and who would be willing
to visit Scout Troops and Explorer Scout Units in the
Area to deliver the material to young people. | would
particularly some young people to come forward for the
training - those between 18 and 25 (Network members?)
but older members will be very welcome too.

The 'Think U Know' team will be headed up by Ruth
Weltch and those of you who would like to join the team
should contact me in the first instance. A Workshop will
be held at Llandrindod Wells on Saturday, 7 March and
if you would like to attend please let me know.

Contact: Sue Ryan ac@catvog.org (029 2065 3969)

Training Update

Training 'Drop in' - February

The Area Training evening on February 23", This will be held from 7pm at the
offices of the Welsh Scout Council, The Old School, Wine Street, Llantwit
Major. This is an informal evening when leaders may register for their Wood
Badge training or discuss with a Training Advisor various training they have
undertaken and wish to have validated.

As an advance notice, the 'Drop In' evening on March 25th will be at the Area
HQ, The Hub, Maitland Street, Cardiff.

Forthcoming Training Modules

Important Notice - Are you a Section Leader currently working for your Wood
Badge? The following Module support training sessions are available for you to
book your place now;

14th February - Module 8 - Skills of Leadership

14th February - Module 9 - Working with Adults (NB: Modules 8 & 9 follow
each other, thereby enabling both to be taken on the same date)

24th February PLUS 3rd March - Module 7 - Valuing Diversity (Please note
that both sessions must be attended to complete this Module)

There are 8 further Module training sessions during March. Visit the 'Resource'
link of the Area Training site where you can download a copy of Module
Booking Form 2009 for Section Leaders. This form will provide you with dates
and times of all Module training sessions during 2009. Applications should be
forwarded by post or email to Denis Hunt, Area Training Administrator, and
must be received 14 days prior to the date of the training event.

If you are looking to validate any of your training, either contact Lynn
Thompson, Area Training Manager training@catvog.org , or join the Training
Team during one of the monthly informal 'Drop In' evenings held across the
Area. Details of those sessions may be downloaded from the 'Resource’ link
on the Area Website.

Change of Training Dates

Important announcement —
To all those undertaking the Wood Badge training.
Certain date changes have been made to the following Training Modules:

Module 17 - 'Activities Outdoors' from Mon 8th June to Wed 10th June
Module 19 - ' International' from Tue 7th October to Tue 29th September.

Please also note that Module 16 - 'Nights Away Theory' is shown on the booking
form for Saturday 22nd March. This should in fact read Sunday 22nd March.

An amended booking form is available for download from the Area Training
page, 'Resources' link.

Please ensure that all applications to attend training modules are received by the
Area Training Administration at least 14 days before the date of the
Presentation.

Further information on all Modules may be obtained from Denis Hunt
training.admin@catvog.org (029 2025 4824)

Victoria Park Scout Fete

Unlike previous years, there will be
no programmes to sell but the 29th
Scout Group will produce Posters
and fliers to advertise the fete.

East and South District have decided not to
run the Scout Fete at Victoria park this year
so the 29th Scout Group Executive
Committee have decided to organise the
event. All central costs associated with
running the fete will be borne by the 29th

Obviously, the bigger the better so
the 29th Cardiff Scout Group would
be happy for you to join them

There will be a small number of simple traditional arena
events for Cubs and Beavers such as egg and spoon
races, sack race etc.

If you are interested you are invited to a short meeting
on Wednesday 18th February 7.30pm at ScoutBase
Pontcanna Fields Car park, to discuss the
arrangements for the fete and to answer any questions

Scout Grou
P providing you with an opportunity you may have.
THERE WILL BE NO LEVY OR ENTRY for yotl.”.?m;n fundra(|35|ng as well as We do hope you support this long running fete of about
FEE, SO ALL YOUR TAKINGS ARE FOR fn”eﬁ]cb';’;sy or your Lroup 50 years.
YOU TO KEEP. ) Contact: Mary Green 029 2030 2923




CATVOG Explorers Scout go to Kandersteg

Last August, 55 Explorer Scouts from Three Explorer Scout Units in the
CATVOG area travelled to the Kandersteg International Scout Centre in
Switzerland. Situated in the heart of the Bernese Oberland region of the Alps,
Kandersteg is an international centre of the World Organisation of the Scout
Movement (WOSM) where Scouts from all over the world could meet and
enjoy international friendship.

With the possibility of up to 1500 scouts either camping or staying in the
indoor accommodation, a trip to Kandersteg it was not surprising that one of
the Explorers likened it to a small world jamboree.

The CATVOG Explorer Scouts were all members of the Pheonix and Celts
units (Afon District) and the Fourovus unit (Barry District). As well as getting a
feel for Swiss culture (lots of chocolate and cheese!) the Explorers made the
most of the alpine location, and took part in some exiting adventurous
activities. Hikes took place to the top of the Bunderspitz (2546m), over the
Gemmipass, and to a glacier.

As is typical in the Alps, the hikes involved a good few hours of unrelenting climb (although this seemed to worry the leaders more than some
of the Explorers), but the views at the high points were spectacular. The Explorers also went white water rafting along the Simme river and took
mountain bikes along the Gastern Valley. Those that completed these activities were awarded the Kandersteg High Adventure Award.

In addition to the adventurous activities, the Explorers had the opportunity to experience Swiss culture and to share some of their own welsh
pride including taking on all comers in tug-of-war and volleyball. The trip coincided with Swiss National Day, and the Explorers joined the
procession into the nearby village to join in the National celebrations. During the ‘International Friendship’ evening welsh cakes and bara brith
were exchanged for delicacies from other countries, and we even attempted to teach other scouts some Welsh words.

Many of the explorers also swapped their neckerchiefs with other Scouts in a gesture of friendship.

Contact: Andrew Davies DESC@creigiau.org.uk (02920892959)

AREA DIARY DATES

(Full Diary for all Area, District & Group events a  re available on the Area website)

February 2009

19th Grants Meeting - February grants@catvog.org
19 Scout Post Meeting — 8pm Scoutbase scoutpost@catvog.org
20t — 224 Scout Network Frostbite Camp at Dolygaer 17.5+ welcome network@-catvog.org
23 Open Training Evening @ Vale District 7:00pm training@catvog.org

26" Archery Master at Arms and Physical Recreation Badge Course

March 2009

1st Area Swimming Gala Heats

5t Area Exec Meeting — March

13t — 15% North Wales Mountaineering Weekend
19t Grants Meeting — March

25" Open Training Evening @ The Hub 6:00pm
26" March Courier Submission Deadline

29 Area Swimming Gala

April
16™ Grants Meeting - April
215t Open Training Evening @ PADASC (Penarth) 7:00pm

May 2009
7th Area Exec Meeting — May

11t Afon District Annual General Meeting Llandaff Institute 7:30pm
20t Open Training Evening @ The Hub 6:00pm

215t May Courier Submission Deadline

21st Grants Meeting - May

June 2009

ot Area Agm
13t — 14t putting the OUT into SCOUT - Scout leaders weekend

24th Open Training Evening @ Barry District 7:00pm

July 2009
25t Explore Italy 2009

archery@catvog.org

fellowship@-catvog.org
ac@catvog.org
mountains@catvog.org
grants@catvog.org
training@catvog.org
comms@catvog.org
fellowship@catvog.org

grants@catvog.org
training@catvog.org

ac@catvog.org
afon@catvog.org
training@catvog.org
comms@catvog.org
grants@catvog.org

office@catvog.org
projects@catvog.org
training@catvog.org

international@catvog.org




Looking for the directory updates??? They have been removed from the online Courier. Contact the Area Office for a copy.




