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ST GEORGE’S DAY AWARDS

KEITH BURFOOT, Welsh Scout Council, has been awarded the Silver 
Wolf 'For services to Scouting of the most exceptional n ature.‘

CONGRATULATIONS to Keith and we look forward to welcoming him 
back to the Area in the near future.

CONGRATULATIIONS also to Nick Varney, Assistant Explorer Scout Leader, Cardiff East and South, 
on his award of Chief Scout’s commendation for Good Service.

All meetings will be held in the now functional building, if you had previously planned to have your 
meeting in RER House, then you will need to contact Fay in the office to identify which meeting room 
you have been booked into as we have already transferred the bookings for you. RER House has served 
Scouting well for many years, and we are extremely grateful to donation of Roland E Reynolds of the 
building. As a token of appreciation to Roland E Reynolds, we are naming one of the rooms at The Hub, 
the "Reynolds Room".

As we have now moved the following information may be useful whilst we are constructing the web page 
and info sheet that will contain the full details of the building.

Area Office Number is - 0845 094 8987 or 02920210119

Address is: The Hub, CATVOG Scouts, Maitland Street, Gabalfa, Cardiff, CF14 3JU

Rooms consist of: The Main Hall, The Gilwell Room, The Brownsea Room and the Reynolds Room 
(from left to right as you enter the building).

There are two unisex individual toilets, a disabled toilet and a kitchen area stocked with tea and coffee, 
please help yourself to this when using the centre. The building also has a designated room for Network 
and of course the Area Scout Office also occupies a room, the Area photocopier now lives in the corridor 
so everyone can have access to this facility.

Access at present is being examined by the management committee, but in the interim please contact 
Fay in the office and we will arrange keys for you. If you can assist us in keeping the place clean we 
would appreciate it, at present we have not yet put Tarmac at the front of the building and it is a little 
muddy, if you can ensure your shoes are cleaned on the mats before you enter we would appreciate it, 
as the carpet has only just been laid.

If you need any information on the building or have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me.

Directions and "how to get to the hub" are available on the website as a PDF download.

We hope you enjoy using this wonderful facility.

Many thanks

Well. Its finally happened. We have moved into our new 
facility in Maitland Street, Cardiff, which is called "The Hub ", 
many thanks to Ron Burden who came up with the 
suggestion, Hub of course meaning the centre of 
communications and the place where it all happens.

Contact Carlton Gronow (07963904856)

Contact Sue Ryan / ac@catvog.org (029 2065 3969)

CONGRATULATIONS to the following who have been awarded the Silver Acorn 
‘in recognition of specially distinguished service to Scouting:

Mary Jarrett , Honorary Scouter, 1st Pentwyn, East and South District
Barry Mawson , Deputy District Commissioner, Afon District
John Myall ,  Scout Leader, 1st Ogmore Down, Vale District
David Pendlebury , Group Scout Leader, 1st Creigiau, Afon District
Gary Reeves , Assistant Beaver Scout Leader, 2nd Rhiwbina and Appointments 
Secretary, Afon District
Reg Spackman , District Executive Member, Afon District



Photo of the month
Competition

Submit your photos to: 
comms@catvog.org

One minute interview

Simon Miskin
Vale DC

March

4th Cardiff celebrate 
Chinese New Year.

HEALTH CHALLENGE WALES AWARD

Updates From the Area

When did you join Scouting?
1971 as a Scout I progressed to an 
Assistant Patrol Leader in the Badger Patrol 
of the 4th Billericay Scout Group meeting on 
a Thursday night in a small hut next to the 
fire station on one side (which strangely we 
never visited) & the Air Training Corps HQ 
on the other, We took pride in the fact that 
our uniform was better than theirs! I 
progressed through Venture Scouts & 
achieved the Queens Scout Award.

Why did you join Scouting?
School friends were in cubs & they always 
seemed to be talking about it & having a 
brilliant time, I liked the caps & the green 
flashes on the socks, I had my name on the 
waiting list for so long that when they 
wrote to my Mum asking if I would like to 
join I was too old for Cubs.....so I joined 
Scouts. ( no we didn't have one of those 
new telephone things we had a 2p piece & 
had to press button B in the public 
telephone box & yes we went decimal on 
Feb 15th 1971 so 2p is correct )

Why did you carry on in Scouting?
I was great fun, camping, lighting fires, 
smelling of wood smoke, being given 
opportunities that I might not have had if I 
were not in Scouting..............that is what 
drew me back some thirty years later, the 
feeling that I needed to give something back 
to the movement that gave me so much.

Explain your current role in 20 words?
As DC for the Vale, responsible for leading 
the Scout District: Providing & promoting 
good quality Scouting in the Vale.

What is your most memorable moment in 
Scouting? That's a tough one! so many to 
choose from, walking the Pennine Way?, 
Sailing at night across the English Channel? 
Climbing Ben Nevis? More recently 
renewing my Scout Promise at a true
Sunrise last year on the Cliftops at Llantwit 
Major.........yes I think it's that one.

What do you aim to achieve this year?
In my third year as District Commissioner, I 
hope to gain my Woodbadge, achieved 
though the Adult Modular Training Scheme, 
organise a District Camp for next year, 
rejuvenate some Groups & sections within 
the District & of course, make sure that all 
members of District have FUN. I like to 
think of myself as a Cub Scout trapped in a 
District Commissioners body !!

AREA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Please put Tuesday, 10th June 7:30pm in your diary and come along 
to the Area AGM.  Now I know AGMs are not exciting in themselves, 
but it does give us an opportunity to meet up with old friends and have 
a relaxing evening.  The AGM will be held in the room next to the Bar in 
the Staff Club in County Hall.  We have booked the Skittle Alley for 
those of you who want to be a little more energetic! 

Hopefully we will have a Guest Speaker –
look out for more details via CATVOG+!

NEW PROGRAMME RESOURCES 
We still have to sort out who hasn’t collected their new Programme 
resources and to reimburse those of you who bought direct.  We will be 
in touch – don’t worry, we haven’t forgotten!

At last we have the resources for each 
Group – next task is to work out how we get 
them to you! 

If you haven’t already collected your 
resources from the Hub, please could you 
ring Fay in the Office and make 
arrangements to collect them at some other time.  Other than that we will do 
our best to distribute them via your District Commissioner or other members of your 
District Teams.

We have some very attractive free standing Banners each depicting the main parts 
of the Award for each Section. We really don't want these stands sitting in The Hub 
- in fact we would like them to be used at Group and District AGMs Group events 
such as Parents evenings and also to promote the Award to young people. If you 
would like to borrow them then please ring Fay who will book them out to you.

Badges will be available from your Sectional Assistant Area Commissioner and an 
order form, and a reminder of how the scheme works,  will be included in your Pack.

First of all, thank you to everyone who 
turned up at the Launch of the Health 
Challenge Wales Award presentation.

Now and 
then!

JUBILEE SERVICE TEAM
Enjoy the outdoors? Like gardening but only got a balcony? 
Good with an axe but run out of trees? Want to continue 
the Scouting adventure but over 25? 

Join the Jubilee fields service crew!

Following on from the great work started by the Scout Network, this service crew is open to 
ANYONE ages 18 or over (with no upper age limit). All you need is a passion for the 
outdoors and a desire to support the Scout movement in Cardiff and the Vale of 
Glamorgan. 

Contact Paul Willicombe jubilee@catvog.org or Glenys Shelley
fellowship@catvog.org for more information on joining.



Contact: Sue Ryan – ac@catvog.org or tel (029 2065 39 69) 

February 2008
Afon Explorers Head for the Hills! 

We want to give you what you want, what 
You really, really want but we can’t do that 
unless you tell us what you really, really, want! 

We have created a survey which was sent out 
along with the direct mailing in February and is 
also on the Website & from the Hub. It will only 
take a few minutes of your time but could make a 
big difference in the way we communicate within 
the Area.

Please complete this simple survey and return it 
to The Hub House or email it to the 
communications team. 

Contact: Comms@catvog.org

Communication Survey All Wales Scout Camp Booking Now Open
Bookings for AWSC are now open from 
www.scoutswales.org.uk/scouts/awsc

Details of the camp can also be found by 
following the above link or by emailing 
awsc@scoutswales.org.uk

WELCOME TO……….
Chris Matthews from Cardiff, who is our new Local 
Development Officer in South Wales taking over from Jess 
Evans having spent valuable months working in our Area. 
Chris is already making his mark so keep an eye out for 
updates on the website and CATVOG+.

Simon Brownsill has taken over from David Goldsmith as our new 
Field Commissioner. We welcome them both to CATVOG.

CATVOG has left the building! Well RER House anyway and taken up our new 
residence at 'The Hub' on Maitland Street. If you've not seen the finished result then 
why not pay a visit and see for yourself. 

Amongst the items this issue is the communication survey; the response so far has 
been poor but do take a moment of your time to complete and return this. We can only 
address any problems if you say something and we all know how vocal us Scouters 
can be! 

Area Website

Have you visited the area website 
recently?

Do you know you can find 
information and application forms 
for events and training and 
more????

Why not take a look, if you need any 
assistance contact the Comms 
Team on comms@catvog.org or 
via the area office.

If you go down to the woods today…

If you’re a section leader or assistant and under 
25, why not explore the Scout Network? 

With a range of scouting and social activities, the 
Network provides a programme of challenges, 
social events and camping opportunities for 
anyone aged 18-25. 

Email: Network@catvog.org
Visit: http://network.catvog.org
… Or contact the Area Office. 

Meet: 8th May from 7.00pm at Central Bar, 
Windsor place, Cardiff (off Queens Street by 
Barclays bank) for a Parachute Drop activity!
or on the 2nd Tuesday of every month upstairs in 
Central Bar.

Why let the kids have all the fun?

When did you last visit jubilee field? We’re sure you’re in for 
a surprise. With a new shelter, better drainage and solar 
powered toilet lighting, the site is a great place to hold 
outdoor events within 20 minutes of Cardiff.  So when 
you’re thinking about your summer programme, why not 
visit Jubilee Fields? 

With Mains water points, flushing toilets and a plentiful 
wood supply, the site is available for hire for only £1 per 
person per night.

DofE practice, Scout Stay awake, survival skills event, 
leaders team building trip, the possibilities are endless. Or if
you don’t want to get the tents out, how about a day visit? 
An evening cookout, a thank you BBQ for parents and 
families, camp skills Saturdays, a surprise birthday party…)

For more information about the site visit 
www.catvog.org/jubilee or contact Paul Willicombe on 
Tel: 029 2040 8843 /  jubilee@catvog.org



RER HOUSE 
Items free to good homes:
We have some items which are available to any 
Group who would like them. If you are interested 
in any please contact Fay at the The Hub:

- Electric Fan Heaters
- Clocks
- Electric Kettles
- Loads of books containing fantastic Programme ideas.

First come, first served so if you are interested then act NOW!

The Story of Four People

This story concerns four people –
Everybody, Somebody, Anybody and Nobody.

There was an important job to be done and Everybody

was sure that Somebody would do it. Anybody could
have done it but in the end Nobody did it. Everybody

got very angry over this because it really was

Somebody’s job. Everybody thought Somebody would

do it, but Nobody realised that Anybody wouldn’t do
it. It ended up that Everybody blamed Somebody

when actually Nobody had asked Anybody.

GIANT SLEEPOVER

Want to be part of THE GIANT SLEEPOVER?
Find details on www.giantsleepover.com and be part of 
the Guinness World Record breakers!

Network AGM 

Network recently held their annual AGM at the 
Area’s new headquarters ‘The Hub’.

Congratulations to the newly elected officers:

Chair: Shane Andrews
Treasurer: Dom Winfield
Secretary: Laura Collins

The minutes from the meeting are available by contacting the 
Network should you wish to see them, they are also available 
in the Network section on the Area messageboard.

Congratulations to Laura Collins and Dom Winfield who were 
presented with their Bronze Dragon Awards.

Contact:  Martin King / network@catvog.org or 
see the Network website http://network.catvog.org

On Saturday 19th April a dream came true! We held the official opening of The Hub. Our President, Captain Sir 
Norman Lloyd Edwards, officially opened the building by unveiling the plaque. We were joined by 40+ friends and 
the unveiling was followed by a small buffet and a drink to toast the future success of the building.

Sue thanked everyone who had contributed to the successful conclusion of a Project which, at times, seemed such 
an uphill task that we wondered whether we would make it! Special thanks were given to :Richard Thomas, 
Chairman of the Working Group, to Carlton Gronow, Project Manager and Fay Harding-Lewis, Office Manager - all 
of whom contributed significantly. Appreciation was also shown to Cardiff County Council for a Grant of £6000 
towards the cost of the new kitchen and toilet facilities. To Cardiff Probation 
Service for their hard work in clearing the grounds so magnificently.

Ron Burden was presented with his prize for naming The Hub!

After we had time to socialise the specially commissioned cake 
(thanks Carlton and Martin!) was cut. Everyone had their fill and believe it not, there is still some left!

In the afternoon we had a steady stream to visitors to come and look at The Hub.

In the future we hope to open a Scout Shop Agency and hold a regular 
Saturday morning Coffee morning - watch this space for further details.

We must not forget RER House in all our excitement. RER has served us well for many years but is no longer 
suitable for our needs. That, together with parking problems, maintenance needed, etc. etc. makes it right that we 
move into the 21st Century with a new Area HQ.

So we close one chapter of Scouting in Cardiff and the Vale of Glamorgan, and open a new one.

Sue Ryan : Area Commissioner 
ac@catvog.org (029 2065 3969)

The HUB Opening

See over for more photographs….





Miskin Mill Agm
You are cordially invited to attend the Miskin Mill AGM to be held 
on Wednesday 14th May 2008 .

The meeting will start at 7.30pm at - of course - Miskin Mill. Light 
refreshments will be served and all are welcome. Looking forward
to seeing you on the 14th May.

Contact Ivor Lippett / office@catvog.org (0845 094 8987)

Area Swimming Gala 2008

The new format Area Swimming Gala was held on 16th March at Penarth Leisure 
Centre. It was well supported and the results were very close. 

Final Results:

BEAVERS POINTS

1. 2/4th Barry 11

2. 2nd Rhiwbina 9

3. 1st Llanishen 8

3. 1st Whitchurch 8 

CUBS

1. 84th Cardiff 25

2. 1st Wenvoe 24

3. 3rd Llanishen 23 

I would like to Thank the Swimming Gala Committee 
and all the other people who helped at the event 
to make it a great success.

Contact Glenys Shelley (029 2061 3295)

SCOUTS

1. 2nd Rhiwbina 36

2. 84th Cardiff 29

3. 3rd Llanishen 28 

OVERALL GROUP TROPHY

1. 84th Cardiff 64

2. 2nd Rhiwbina 63

3. 3rd Llanishen 62 

Master at Arms / Nsra Yps Course

The last night was the target shooting competition each Scout had to score over 100 
points to get a NSRA YPS badge the scores ranged from 191 down to 133 out of a 
possible 210. Each Scout was awarded the Master at Arms badge and their YPS 
Manuals that they had worked too throughout the course. Two Scouts also had part of 
their D of E Bronze signed off as it accredits NSRA YPS courses as well.
I wish to say thanks to the Leaders of the Area Team the Scouts and their parents for 
the support. The NSRA will in due course send the awards to me for onward 
presentation. 

2 x Master Shot Badges for over 175 points 
5 x Expert Shot Badges for over 150 points 
3 x Marksman Badges for over 125 points 

Everyone had lots of fun and we look forwards to running the next course at 13th Cardiff 
Ferry Road Grangetown starting the end of April there are still some spaces left so if you 
are a Scout or Explorer hurry with your application forms if you wish to attend.

Contact Richie Phillips / shooting@catvog.org (01446 748688)

The first Area MAA / YPS course was run at 11th Barry from 
January 23rd to March19th on Wednesday Nights for 2 hours a 
session. We had 10 Scouts attend the course from 10 to 14.5 
years of age. 

They were taught The Law, Safety rules, Safe Handling and Care of Targets Air Guns 
and Pellets, Cleaning and Maintenance. Sighting and Aiming and Range Procedures also 
improving accuracy, spotting and scoring and Building an Indoor range and much more. 
There was plenty of shooting at each session with greater accuracy and much 
improvement by all as each session was attended.

Training 
Update

Lynn Thompson; 
(029 2021 1680) / training@catvog.org

Open evenings are going well. Since my last 
report we have recommended another 6 
members for their wood badges.  This is 
fantastic and thanks must go to the small team 
of people who regularly turn up to help with the 
validations.  

All training and open evenings, other than those 
advertised elsewhere will be now held at 
Maitland Street ‘The Hub’.  All dates are 
available on the website.

I have recently, with the help of my daughter up 
dated records of training on My Backpack at 
Headquarters, so I am expecting quite a few 
certificates through my letterbox.  Everybody 
that has completed a module and been 
validated will receive a certificate which is 
automatically generated from the information 
updated on My Backpack.

I am also in the process of chasing up those 
who have registered for Wood badge training 
and never attended an open evening.  Part of 
the agreement in taking out a warrant is to 
undergo the necessary training. There are also 
those who have completed their Getting started 
modules and never registered for wood badge 
training.  We have quite a bit of catching up to 
do.  My aim is to get this completed by the 
summer.

I have some bad news, and that is that Jeremy 
Ray who has been a valued member of 
Scouting in Cardiff and on the training team has 
stepped down from training.  All my thanks to 
Jeremy for his support, especially, when I took 
on this role.  You will be sorely missed. 

Module Training Update

Two Management modules:

Module 4
Saturday 21st June 1pm at Maitland Street 
apply by 7th June

Module 25
Sunday 6th July 10am at Maitland Street apply 
by 21st June

Application forms available from the Training 
section of website or from contacting the Area 
Office.

Area Vacancy List
• AAC Scouts / AAC Explorers
• Area Training Administrator
• Area Mountaineering Adviser
• Area Duke of Edinburgh Adviser 

For more information and an informal chat please 
contact: Sue Ryan on 029 2065 3969



Voice from the 
Area Office

Please contact me by:
Phone/fax: 0845 094 8987 / 02920 210 119
or by email: office@catvog.org

Fay - Area Office Manager

Here I am reporting for the first time from The 
Hub, our new Area Headquarters, Training 
and Administration Centre.
Now you've all heard about The Hub, so let 
me tell you what is now available to you:

There are 4 rooms that you can book for 
either your Training needs, or indeed for any 
meeting or  "function" you may wish to hold 
here.  There are pull down screens for your 
data projector work and flip charts for those 
of you who love to use good old "writing".

The new kitchen is well stocked with tea, 
coffee, biscuits etc. and you are more than 
welcome to use these facilities - free of 
charge!!  However, please bring your fresh 
milk as that is not always available.

I am sure you will find the new Headquarters 
very comfortable and warm (central heating 
no less!) so please give me a ring to book 
your next training session or your next 
section leaders meeting or whatever meeting 
you have planned.

The 8 for 2008 Challenge 

The challenge is based on the content of the programme for each section. It is meant 
to stretch and challenge every member who takes part, so if you are texting for the first 
time, it does not matter if you are 6 years or 96 years!

So what’s next? Complete the form in the back of the booklet with Sgowtiaid or go on 
line and register your Colony, Pack, Troop, Unit or Scout Network for the Award. You 
will be sent badges for every member you have registered don’t forget yourself and the 
other Leaders and Assistants and start thinking of what you can do under each 
heading that you haven’t done before. This can be part of your normal programme—
just think imaginatively!

When you have completed your 8 Challenges (and you have until 31st March 2009 to 
get it all done—so no pressure) send a list of names of everybody who has completed 
the Award to the Welsh Scout Council office and we will send you a special Certificate 
for each person!! It’s all easy isn’t it?

For full details and application forms visit the Welsh Scout Council website -
http://www.scoutswales.org.uk/programme/8for08

Contact Welsh Scout Council / admin@scoutswales.org.uk (01446 795272)

The idea of the challenge is to give you a lift into 2008, after
all the excitement of 2007. The challenge has been devised 
by the Commissioners (Wales) and has the full support the 
area commissioners in Wales.

Future
Events

All your dates for the year are in the wall planner but these 
ones are the ones you need to start thinking ahead and 
make some space in your summer programme for. 

Further in formation on all events can be found on the Area Website 
or can be requested from the Hub (Area Office)

Archery Badge Course (7th, 14th, 21st May, 4th, 11th, 18th June) 
(Scouts and Explorers) 
This course is running for 6 weeks and will cover both syllabuses of the 
Scout Master at Arms badge and part of the Explorer Scout Physical 
Recreation badge. 
Contact: Lynda Gorwill on archery@catvog.org (01443 201227) 

Area Beaver Fun Day (10th May)
(Beavers)
Come along to Fitzalan High School on Saturday 10th May and have a 
fab fun day.
Contact: Sue Woodberry on beavers@catvog.org (029 2052 9344)

Cooking Competition (18th May) 
(Scouts and Explorers)
Details for this event will be communicated using the courier, direct 
mailing and on the Area Website once finalised.

Archery Competition (1st June) 
(Scouts, Explorers and Network) 
Details for this event will be communicated using the courier, direct 
mailing and on the Area Website once finalised.
Contact: Lynda Gorwill on archery@catvog.org (01443 201227)

Next Master at Arms /
Yps Course

Are you interested in the next Master at Arms / 
NSRA YPS Course (DofE accredited)?

The next course starts at 13th Cardiff Scout 
Group, Ferry Road, Grangetown, Cardiff.

The 1st session starts on Monday 28th April 7 -
9pm, followed by Monday 5th May, 12th May, 
19th May, short break until June 2nd, 9th June, 
16th June and 23rd June. 

The total cost is £12 per Scout and this 
includes Students Manual, Pellets, Targets and 
Master at Arms & YPS Badges.

If you wish to take part, get your names into me 
as soon as possible

Contact Richie Phillips / 
shooting@catvog.org (01446 748688)

Are you interested in the next 
Master at Arms / NSRA YPS 
Course (DofE accredited)?

Moving On…
Congratulations to Network members Jon 
Grimes,  Mat Rowle, and Gareth Bailey who 
were presented with their Moving on Award at 
the Network AGM.

To gain the award they have moved up from 
Explorers into Network ‘the next section of the 
movement’ and have been invested into 
Network.

Contact: 
Martin King / network@catvog.org
or 
see the Network website 
http://network.catvog.org



AREA DIARY DATES
For further information please email the address ne xt to the activity or contact the Area Office. 

(Full Diary for all Area, District & Group events a re available on the Area website)

Final deadline for next edition:
Thursday 22 nd May

Published five times a year:
Jan/Feb ; Mar/Apr ; May/Jun ;
Jul/Aug/Sept ; Oct/Nov /Dec.

Editor: Gareth Johns
c/o The Hub 

CATVOG Scouts
Maitland Street

Gabalfa, CF14 3JU
e-mail: newsletter@catvog.org

If you wish to receive a digital 
copy of the 

Courier via email 
please email:

comms@catvog.org

���������	
26th Indoor Canoe Taster water@catvog.org
28th Shooting Master at Arms and Physical Recreation Badge Course shooting@catvog.org


������	
1st Area Exec Meeting - May office@catvog.org
2nd – 5th [WSC] River Wye canoe cruise http://www.scoutswales.org.uk
7th Indoor Canoe Taster water@catvog.org
7th Archery Master at Arms and Physical Recreation Badge Course shooting@catvog.org
7th E&S AGM eastandsouth@catvog.org
12th Afon District A.G.M. afon@catvog.org
13th Open Training Evening - May training@catvog.org
14th Miskin Mill Agm office@catvog.org
15th Grants Meeting – May grants@catvog.org
18th First Response - May firstresponse@catvog.org
22nd June Courier Submission Deadline newsletter@catvog.org
28th Postal Shoot Results shooting@catvog.org
30th – 1st Network Campsite Project – May network@catvog.org
31st [WSC] Llyn Brenig sailing weekend http://www.scoutswales.org.uk

Area directory updates: Please amend your copy of the Directory with the following details 

Information removed from the public view.
Please contact the Area Office for the list of updates.


